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and designing. They should be obedient and industrious,
and they ought early to be brought under restraint.
Girls should also be taught singing, dancing, and other
accomplishments. They should be instructed dogmati-
cally in religion, and in ethical matters they should be
largely guided by public opinion. A woman may not
learn philosophy, art, or science, but she should study men.
Influence of the Emile. — Such was Rousseau's notion
of the natural individualistic education for a man and the
passive and repressive training suitable for a woman, and
of the happiness and prosperity that were bound to ensue.
To make a fair estimate of the Emile and its influence is
not easy. It is necessary to put aside all of one's prej-
udices against the weak and offensive personality of the
author, and to forget the inconsistencies and contradic-
tions of the work itself. The Emile has always been
accounted a work of great richness, power, and underlying
wisdom, and each of its defects is more than balanced by a
corresponding merit. Moreover, the most fundamental
movements in modern educational progress — sociological,
scientific, and psychological — may be said to have ger-
minated through the Emile.
Sociological movements in modern education. — The
most marked feature of the Rousselian education and the
one most subject to criticism has been its extreme revolt
against civilization and all social control. A state of
nature is held to be the ideal condition, and all social
relations are regarded as degenerate. One should re-
member, however, that the times and the cause had need
of just so extreme a doctrine. Such radical individualism
alone could enable Rousseau to break the bondage to the
past, and, after having thus cleared the ground, many of
the sociological movements in modern educational organ-

